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NOTE FROM THE ASSOCIATE DEAN 

 

The Department of Biosciences continues to thrive as a vibrant center of interdisciplinary education, 

research, and innovation. In response to the evolving needs of the scientific community, we are excited to 

launch a new M.Sc. program in Food Science and Technology, offering rigorous training in food chemistry, 

microbiology, processing technologies, and regulatory standards preparing students for impactful careers in 

academia and industry. 

To support this initiative, we welcome new faculty members with expertise in food science, biotechnology, 

and microbiology, whose contributions will enrich our academic environment and foster cross-disciplinary 

collaboration. 

The Department of Biosciences is supported by prestigious funding support under the DST-PURSE and 

DST-FIST programs, which have played a transformative role in advancing our research capabilities. These 

grants have enabled the establishment of state-of-the-art laboratories, acquisition of sophisticated 

instrumentation, and facilitation of high-impact, interdisciplinary research.  

The department continues to make significant strides in scientific innovation, attract competitive research 

projects, and foster a thriving academic environment that empowers both faculty and students to excel.  

I wholeheartedly wish the department continued success, groundbreaking discoveries, and an enduring 

legacy of academic brilliance. 

 

Dr Ashima Bagaria 

Associate Dean, School of Physical and Biological Sciences, FoSTA 

ashima.bagaria@jaipur.manipal.edu  
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A NOTE FROM THE HEAD OF THE DEPARTMENT, 

 

Dear colleagues, friends and alumni, 

 

 

Warm regards, 

 

Dr. Sandeep Srivastava 

sandeepkumar.srivastava@jaipur.manipal.edu  

Phone: +91 141 3999100 (Extn:512)  

 

It gives me immense pride to share the remarkable strides our Department of Biosciences continues to make in 

advancing scientific education, research, and innovation. We are committed to nurturing a vibrant academic 

ecosystem where curiosity is celebrated, collaboration is encouraged, and excellence is the norm. 

This year marks a significant milestone with the launch of our new M.Sc. program in Food Science and 

Technology—a forward-looking initiative designed to equip students with the skills and knowledge needed to 

address global challenges in nutrition, sustainability, and food security. The enthusiastic response from students 

and industry partners reaffirms the relevance and impact of this program. 

We are also thrilled to welcome new faculty members whose expertise spans cutting-edge areas such as food 

biotechnology, nutritional science, and sustainable systems. Their contributions are already enriching our  

curriculum and research portfolio and opening new avenues for interdisciplinary exploration. 

As we look ahead, our focus remains on empowering students to become not just scientists, but changemakers—

equipped with the knowledge, creativity, and ethical grounding to make a meaningful impact in the world. 

I extend my heartfelt gratitude to our faculty, students, alumni, and collaborators for their unwavering support 

and dedication. Together, we are shaping the future of biosciences. 
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EDITORIAL BOARD 

Dr. Priya Shukla played a pivotal role in conceptualizing and crafting her team’s newsletter. From 

gathering relevant content to selecting the most impactful updates, she ensured every detail was 

thoughtfully curated. Her design approach emphasized clarity and visual appeal, incorporating 

bullet points and imagery to enhance readability and engagement. 

Supporting her in this endeavor were Dr. Sandeep and Dr. Nitesh, whose collaborative spirit and 

insightful contributions enriched the final product. They worked closely with Dr. Priya to 

brainstorm ideas, refine drafts, and suggest improvements, making the newsletter both informative 

and aesthetically refined. 

This dynamic collaboration highlights the strength of teamwork, where diverse expertise and 

shared vision come together to produce something truly exceptional. 

 

                                                                       

 

 

Dr. Priya Shukla 

Assistant Professor 

Department of Biosciences 

Dr. Nitesh kumar Poddar 

Associate Professor 

Department of Biosciences 

Prof. (Dr.) Sandeep kumar 
Srivastava 

Professor & HoD 

Department of Biosciences 
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WELCOMING NEW FACULTY MEMBERS!!! 

We are delighted to welcome all six distinguished faculty members to the Department of 

Biosciences. Their diverse expertise in areas such as biosciences and bioengineering, 

bioinformatics and microbial techniques bring fresh perspectives and strengthen our 

interdisciplinary approach to education and research. With their arrival, the department continues 

to expand its academic depth and foster collaborative innovation. We look forward to the valuable 

contributions they will make in shaping the future of bioscience and mentoring the next generation 

of scientists. 

Dr. Prashanth N Suravajhala 

 

 

A PhD in Systems Biology from Aalborg University, Denmark., Prashanth N Suravajhala (Prash) 

is known for his work in Genomics, computational biology and systems biology with research 

primarily focusing on understanding complex biological systems, including the study of various 

biological networks, protein function prediction, and the development of computational tools for 

studying molecular biology. He has interests exploring the known unknown regions in the human 

genomes, primarily working on the top-down systems biology approaches of hypothetical proteins 

besides long noncoding RNAs in humans, elucidating the mechanisms underpinning small 

molecular interactions through clinical exomes specific to rare diseases and CA Prostate. His 

Systems Genomics group has benchmarked pipelines and developed methods for systems genomic 

integration. Having produced 9 PhD fellows over the last 20 years and mentored several postdocs, 

he has over 100+ publications in peer-reviewed journals and edited 4 books. Traveled over 90+ 

countries, he loves mentoring students and founded Bioclues.org in 2005, India’s largest 

bioinformatics society. He is an Associate Editor of Frontiers in Genetics/Systems Biology, Bio-

Protocol, Biomolecules. BMC Medical Genomics.  He strongly advocates open access and open 

science.  His group page can be reached at http://www.bioinformatics.org/wiki/Prash     

 

http://www.bioinformatics.org/wiki/Prash


 

Dr. Anurag Sharma   

 

 

Dr. Anurag Sharma completed his Ph.D. from the CSIR-Indian Institute of Toxicology Research, 

Lucknow, in 2013. He subsequently pursued post-doctoral training at the Centre de Biologie du 

Développement (CBD), Toulouse, France, from 2012 to 2016. In 2016, he joined Nitte (Deemed 

to be University) as an Assistant Professor and served there as an Associate Professor until 2025. 

His research focuses on environmental toxicology, cellular stress biology, immune and 

hematopoietic regulation using Drosophila melanogaster as a model system. His work integrates 

molecular biology, genetics, and toxicology to study the impact of environmental chemicals on 

human health. 

Dr. Bijaya Haobam 

 

 

Dr. Bijaya Haobam has joined the Department of Biosciences, Manipal University Jaipur, as 

Assistant Professor, in July 2025. She has a PhD in Bacterial Pathogenesis from the Tokyo Medical 

and Dental University (now Institute of Science Tokyo), Tokyo. During her PhD, she has worked 

on the xenophagy and found that Rab17-mediated recycling endosomes contribute to 

autophagosome formation in response to Streptococcus pyogenes invasion. She did her post-

doctoral studies on infection using Multidrug resistant Mycobacterium tuberculosis strains from 

IISc. Bangalore. She has acquired major DBT grant of Rs 40 lakh as DBT-BioCare Scientist. Her 

research expertise lies in molecular biology, infection biology in aging model, microbiology, and 

host-pathogen interactions, with a strong focus on microscopy techniques such as confocal and 

fluorescence microscopy. She has published various research papers in peer reviewed international 

journals. She has received prestigious fellowships, including the Global Center of Excellence 



(GCOE) Fellowship from Japan Society for Promotion of Science and the DBT-BioCare Woman 

Scientist Award from DBT, Delhi 

 

Dr. Izharul Haq  

 

Dr. Izharul Haq is a dedicated Environmental Microbiologist and Assistant Professor (Senior 

Scale) at the Department of Biosciences, Manipal University Jaipur, India. He joined Manipal 

University Jaipur in April 2025. He earned his Ph.D. in Microbiology from the CSIR-Indian 

Institute of Toxicology Research, Lucknow, and completed his postdoctoral research at the Indian 

Institute of Technology Guwahati. He brings a strong academic and research background to his 

role. His core expertise lies in Environmental Biotechnology, particularly in bioremediation, 

anaerobic digestion, microbial waste valorization, and toxicity assessment of pollutants. Dr. Haq 

has published over 35 research papers in reputed SCI and Scopus-indexed journals and has 

contributed significantly to 9 edited books and 21 book chapters in his field. He has successfully 

led government-funded projects and guided numerous postgraduate and doctoral students. Beyond 

his academic duties, Dr. Haq is also an active reviewer and editorial board member for various 

international journals, advancing global efforts in pollution control and sustainable environmental 

technologies. 

 

Dr. Pankaj Chandley 

 

 

Dr. Pankaj Chandley has joined the Department of Biosciences, Manipal University Jaipur, as 

Assistant Professor, in July 2025. He has a PhD in Biosciences and Bioengineering from the Indian 

Institute of Technology (IIT) Roorkee. During his PhD, he has worked on the development of 

recombinant vaccine candidates against systemic candidiasis and Chikungunya infection. After 

completing his PhD from IIT Roorkee, he has worked in an Anti-microbial resistance (AMR) 



research project at CSIR-Institute of Microbial Technology, Chandigarh. His research interest 

areas include Immunology, Mycology, Virology, Antibody Research, Vaccinology, Structural 

Biology, and Medical Microbiology. He has published various research papers in peer reviewed 

international journals. He is an active member of Indian Immunology Society and American 

Society for Microbiology. He is also working as an active reviewer for many prestigious journals 

such as npj Vaccines, Biochemistry and Biophysics Reports, Frontiers in Immunology and 

Frontiers in Fungal Biology.  

 

Dr. Priya Shukla 

 

Dr. Priya Shukla is a distinguished biochemical engineer with a Ph.D. from IIT (BHU), 

specializing in bioprocess engineering and industrial metabolite research. A double postgraduate, 

she holds an M.Tech. in Biochemical Engineering and an M.Sc. in Microbiology, equipping her 

with a robust interdisciplinary foundation. Her research centers on optimizing upstream and 

downstream processes for industrial-scale metabolite production, with a focus on fermentation, 

purification, and yield enhancement. Dr. Shukla’s work bridges academic innovation and industrial 

application, advancing scalable biotechnological solutions. She has contributed to the development 

of high-efficiency microbial systems for metabolite synthesis, supporting sectors like 

pharmaceuticals, biofuels, and food technology. Her commitment to translational research 

continues to shape sustainable and economically viable bioprocess strategies. 
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NEP ORIENTATION & SENSITIZATION PROGRAMME 

The National Education Policy (NEP) India emphasizes holistic, multidisciplinary learning and 

aims to transform higher education through innovation and flexibility. To support this, online 

training programs are regularly offered to university professors. These courses focus on curriculum 

design, outcome-based education, digital pedagogy, and research methodologies. Faculty 

Development Programs (FDPs) are also conducted by AICTE and UGC to enhance teaching skills 

and align educators with NEP goals. 

Dr. Madan Mohan Sharma, Dr. Nitesh Kumar Poddar, Dr. Shatrunjai Giri, Dr. Izharul Haq, and Dr. 

Priya Shukla successfully completed their Faculty Development Program (FDP). This laurel 

reflects their dedication to continuous learning and academic excellence. 
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ACTIVE PARTICIPATIONS 

The Faculty of Science, Technology, and Arts (FoSTA) proudly launched its first session of the 

Collaborative Knowledge Sharing initiative, setting the tone for a transformative academic 

journey. The session commenced with an inspiring address by Prof. (Dr.) Kuldip Singh Sangwan, 

Dean, FoSTA, who emphasized the importance of interdisciplinary dialogue and the power of 

collective wisdom in shaping the future of education. 

Prof. (Dr.) Devika Sangwan, a distinguished academician from BITS Pilani, whose keynote 

presentation captivated the audience. Her discourse on pedagogical innovations and learner-centric 

methodologies shed light on the evolving role of educators in nurturing dynamic, inclusive, and 

impactful learning environments.  

As part of the ongoing Collaborative Knowledge Sharing initiative, Dr. Priya Shukla and Dr. 

Izharul Haq made notable contributions during the session by presenting their individual topics, 

each reflecting their academic expertise and innovative perspectives. 

Both presenters received valuable feedback and insights from the session chairs, further enhancing 

the depth and relevance of their work. The interaction underscored the spirit of academic 

collaboration and the importance of constructive discourse in advancing scholarly pursuits. 

Their involvement exemplifies the initiative’s core mission: to cultivate a vibrant ecosystem of 

shared learning, intellectual growth, and mutual inspiration.  
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RESEARCH AND PUBLICATIONS 

Maheshwari K, Sogani M, Syed Z, Sen H, Rajvanshi J, Sonu K, Gupta AB, Agrawal P. Microbial 

desalination cells in brackish RO reject treatment: Challenges and opportunities. Desalination. 

2025 May 18:119022. 

Zawar A, Manoj G, Nair PP, Deshpande P, Suravajhala R, Suravajhala P. Variants of uncertain 

significance: At the crux of diagnostic odyssey. Gene. 2025 May 20:149587. 

Sisodiya S, Debnath M, Jain D, Shekhawat SS. An integrated approach using morphological, 

biochemical, and RAPD markers to assess the genetic diversity of Olive (Olea Europaea L.) 

cultivars in India. Scientific Reports. 2025 May 28;15(1):18664. 

Aneja D, Debnath M, Darbari P, Rathi R, Khan IU, Komal, Sharma KN, Geneva M. The Emerging 

Superfruit: Physalis peruviana's Role in Revolutionizing the Nutraceutical and Food Industries. 

Current Nutrition Reports. 2025 May 28;14(1):73. 

Choudhary R, Verma A, Sharma A, Sharma RK, Jain R. Characterization of the sewage sludge 

derived biochar and evaluation of its effect on growth of Indian mustard [Brassica juncea (L.) 

Czerny. & Coss.]. Journal of Analytical and Applied Pyrolysis. 2025 May 9:107164. 

Nirmal S, Vats P, Nema R. In Silico Analysis Revealed a Role for NUSAP1 in Lung 

Adenocarcinoma through E2F1/hsa-let-7b-5p/lncRNA-TMPO-AS1. Asian Pacific Journal of 

Cancer Prevention. 2025 May 1;26(5):1793-807. 

Saini C, Vats P, Baweja B, Nirmal S, Nema R. hsa-let-7b-5p/TMPO-AS1-mediated ceRNA 

networks are linked to poor prognosis for lung cancer patients with FOXM1/MAD2L1 axis. 

Discover Oncology. 2025 May 30;16(1):953. 

Saini C, Vats P, Maharshi S, Baweja B, Nema R. Involvement of lncRNA in cancer diagnosis and 

prognosis and clinical implications. Reports of Practical Oncology and Radiotherapy. 

2025;30(3):439-50. 

Vats P, Saini C, Baweja B, Srivastava SK, Kumar A, Kushwah AS, Nema R. Aurora kinases 

signaling in cancer: from molecular perception to targeted therapies. Molecular Cancer. 2025 Jun 

18;24(1):180. 
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PLACEMENTS AND HIGHER STUDIES 

This semester has seen remarkable strides in both placements and higher education 

pursuits. Our students have secured offers from top-tier companies across diverse 

sectors, reflecting their hard work and the institution’s commitment to excellence. 

Simultaneously, many graduates are charting academic paths at prestigious universities 

in India and abroad, pursuing advanced degrees in cutting-edge fields. These 

achievements underscore the holistic development fostered here—where career 

readiness and academic ambition go hand in hand.  

We congratulate all students and look forward to even greater milestones ahead! 
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OPPORTUNITIES 

 

We are excited to announce several open positions within the department for those eager to advance 

their academic and research careers. Currently, we are offering opportunities for Research 

Assistants, Internships, and PhD Programs across various ongoing projects and specialized fields. 

These positions provide a unique chance to work alongside esteemed faculty members and 

contribute to cutting-edge research while gaining invaluable hands-on experience.  

 

For inquiries, 

please contact: Sunil Kumar  

Email: sunil.kumar@jaipur.manipal.edu  

For academic details:  

Phone: 0141-3999100 ext. 263  

Email: academic@jaipur.manipal.edu, ams@jaipur.manipal.edu  

For admissions:  

Phone: 0141-3999100 ext.142, 257, 297  

Email: admissions@jaipur.manipal.edu  
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CLOSING REMARKS 

  -by Editors 

 

As we wrap up this edition of our departmental newsletter, we extend our sincere gratitude to all 

our readers for your unwavering interest and continued support. Your engagement strengthens our 

academic fabric and fosters a shared spirit of growth and collaboration, helping everyone stay 

informed about the latest research, achievements, and innovations. 

We warmly welcome contributions for upcoming issues—whether it's showcasing groundbreaking 

research, celebrating departmental milestones, or sharing insightful articles that spark meaningful 

dialogue. Your ideas and feedback play a vital role in shaping each edition into a richer and more 

dynamic reflection of our community. 

Thank you once again for being an integral part of our journey. We look forward to your 

enthusiastic involvement in the editions to come! 

For any queries, please contact: 

Dr. Priya Shukla 

priya.shukla@jaipur.manipal.edu 


